Medical research proceeds with untiring activity. Modern times may justly boast of the successful zeal with which the accessory sciences are cultivated ; but it must be acknowledged that the practice of medicine fails as an art to make commensurate progress. This fact may be partly ?attributable to the greater facility with which distinction is attainable by the cultivation of some one more distinct field of inquiry, and to the greater arduousness of those exertions which require for their efficiency a judicious adaptation of means derived from many sources. Whatever be the explanation, the circumstance is much to be regretted. Great as is the value of collateral knowledge, the primary object of the physician is to subdue disease; and his duty is neglected on insufficient grounds if he spends his time inquiring " what news ?" instead of combining his resources against the common enemy. Under such convictions we examine with especial interest any respectable contribution to practical medicine ; and recognizing the world as the field of medical labour, gladly embrace any opportunity of recording the proceedings of our brethren in other countries.
The work which we now introduce to our readers represents the opinions of one of the oldest, and therefore it is to be presumed one of the most experienced physicians of America, on several important diseases especially prevalent in that country. A considerable proportion of the professors of our art may be divided into those who teach without practising, and those who practise without teaching. Among those who combine these offices are to be found some of the most valuable members of the medical community; and the author of the work before us, notwithstanding certain striking defects in its execution, is Notwithstanding the strictures which we have found it necessary to offer, we take leave of our American brother with real respect. He evinces for the most part great anxiety for truth, and an ardent love of humanity; and it is obviously his aim, beyond the ordinary standard, to distinguish those shades of difference in diseased conditions on the study offwhich we must mainly depend in regulating the niceties of practice and promoting the improvement of our art.
